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1. INTRODUCTION
While the Academy for Jewish Religion recognizes multiple approaches to Jewish ritual and dkld, it
believes that effective spiritual leaders must be exposed to and gain competence in the full range of
traditional rules and behaviors. Ritual Skills testing is meant to examine the student’s assimilation of a
range of those rules and behaviors, regardless of the student’s own personal and professional religious
preferences. These Ritual Skills include the ability to competently perform certain ritual recitations and
actions, to be familiar with guiding others in certain life-cycle and religious activities and prayers, and to
adequately discharge certain functions commonly held to be the responsibility of clergy. Perfection is
certainly not expected; adequacy and competence are.

II. TESTING PROCEDURES
Ritual Skills testing will occur for two weeks each semester. In addition, students may test over the
summer as scheduling with appropriate faculty members allows. This testing is open to all AJR students
regardless of which year of study one is in at the moment.

III. TEXTS AND MATERIALS
A note on texts and materials from which the tests will be administered:

A.

Prayers, procedures, ceremonies and prayer services
Any traditional xeciq (ArtScroll, Koren, etc., Silverman, Sim Shalom, Lev Shalem, etc.) and/or
traditional bencher (oekxa) (NCSY, B’Kol Echad, UJA-Fed., etc.). Traditional Rabbis’ manuals
include Goldin’s Hamadrikh (Orthodox) and the RA’s (Conservative) Moreh Derekh. At AJR,
students are required to learn the traditional versions of prayers and rituals with the assumption
that students will then consider whether and how they might adapt or change these.

B.

Nusah
Regarding the musical aspects of davenning, any version of traditional nusah is acceptable for
most prayers, and it is acceptable to demonstrate some texts in melody (ex. Mi Khamokha).

C.

Cantillation
Students testing for regular (not High Holiday) Torah reading will be tested on the “scroll side”
of the oewiz, (the side without vocalization or trope) for the brief passages designated. They will

also be tested by the instructors at random passages for sight-reading with trope on the
vocalized side of the oewiz. Students need to bring a oewiz to the test. Students testing for dxhtd,
xzq`, zex/zldw/mexiyd xiy, and dki` will be tested by the instructors for sight-reading
randomly-selected passages with trope on the vocalized side of the oewiz or j"pz. Students need
to bring a oewiz or j"pz to the test.

D.

Cantorial Requirements
Since cantorial students study and are tested on many Ritual Skills that involve chanting as a
matter of course in their classes, they are only required to be tested on Ritual Skills listed in this
handbook that are marked Rabbinic/Cantorial Requirement. This applies also to ordained cantors
who are students in the AJR Rabbinical Program.

IV. RITUAL SKILLS TIME LINE
The Ritual Skills program is divided into five units. All skills will be tested; there will not be “multiple
choice” questions. The units must be completed as follows:
 Unit Alef should be completed by the end of 14 credits.
 Unit Bet should be completed by the end of 28 credits.
 Unit Gimmel should be completed by the end of 42 credits.
 Unit Dalet should be completed by the end of 56 credits.
 Unit Heh should be completed by the end of the fall semester of the senior year.

V. TEST PARAMETERS AND EXPECTATIONS
The following short descriptions describe the parameters and expectations for each Ritual Skill on the
list:

Unit Alef
oefnd zkxa:
zelrnd xiy, oenif and additions for dlin zixa ; weddings (except
for zekxa ray, tested in Unit Bet); Singing/chanting the entire oefnd zkxa. (Rabbinic/Cantorial
Requirement)
dlcad:

Chant from izreyi l-` dpd thru the end; Gestures related to

blessing on lights; Holding the cup; When is the wine drunk? Why? Differences between
synagogue and home dlcad. (Rabbinic/Cantorial Requirement)
Shabbat & Festival yeciw:
Chant the evening and morning Kiddush; holding the cup; When
is the wine drunk? Who drinks first? (Rabbinic/Cantorial Requirement)
Torah Cantillation:
Chant all sign groups in any combination; Chant these specific
selections: Numbers 28:1-4 and 28:11-15 (ycg y`x). These will be chanted from the Torah
scroll side of the oewiz; Chant randomly selected passages from vocalized side of oewiz; Blessings
before and after an dilr; When is scroll opened and when is it closed? When is it covered?
Students need to bring a oewiz to the test. (Rabbinic Requirement)

zay zlaw ly gqep:
Four consecutive pages anywehre in the section that begins with
dppxp ekl; When does one stand, sit, turn around? (Rabbinic Requirement)
zay ly aixrn:
Two consecutive pages anywhere in the section that begins with
ekxa (excluding the three biblical paragraphs of rny z`'xw). Additionally, after the dcinr,
chant elekie and the three passages that follow it, the ray oirn zkxa . (Rabbinic Requirement)
zay ly zixgy:
Any 5 consecutive pages in dxnfc iweqt / xgyd zekxa. Any 3
pages from the end of oec` l-` thru l`xyi xev ; and any 3 pages in the Shaharit Amidah after the
dyecw . (Rabbinic Requirement)
“Choreography” of zay and Weekday Services – Where to stand, sit, and bow during
traditional services, including during the dcinr for zay and weekday services. (Rabbinic/Cantorial
Requirement)
Donning of

zilh and oilitz :
The order of the donning and the blessings; dtihr.
(Rabbinic/Cantorial Requirement)
miici zlihp:

Proper procedure and blessing. (Rabbinic/Cantorial Requirement)

Unit Bet
Haftarah Cantillation:
Testing on randomly selected passages; Blessings before and
after the dxhtd. Students need to bring a j"pz, to the test. (Rabbinic Requirement)

legl aixrn ly gqep:

Any 4 consecutive pages beginning with ekxa (Rabbinic

Requirement)

legl zixgy ly gqep:
Any 5 consecutive pages dxnfc iweqt / xgyd zekxa; gazyi (note
shift in nusah from leg ly dxnfc iweqt and different from nusah zay ly) thru xe` xvei,
dyecw/zexeab/zea` , and any additional 5 pages in the Shaharit Amidah. (Rabbinic Requirement)
legl dgpn ly gqep:
Daven all of dgpn , need not do a full repetition. General rules of
when oepgz is recited or not; Which passage does one recite as mit` zlitp? What is that prayer
posture? (Rabbinic Requirement)
dfefn zriaw:
Proper procedure and blessing; Found in Sim Shalom, original
1985 edition, on page 712. (Rabbinic/Cantorial Requirement)
Where to Find:
Knowledge of “where to find” the following zelitz and zekxa:
jxcd zlitz, drinyd zekxa , and dii`xd zekxa. (Rabbinic/Cantorial Requirement)

Unit Gimmel
Cantillation of xzq` zlibn : Testing of randomly selected passages from the vocalized side
of the oewiz. (Rabbinic Requirement)

milbx yelyl zixgy ly gqep:
Beginning with jfer zenevrza l-`d, and note differences when mei
aeh coincides with zay. Testing of randomly selected passages beginning with jelni 'd mlerl (end
of the dyecw) to end of the dcinr. (Rabbinic Requirement)
yceg y`xle milbx yelyl sqen ly gqep:
Any 4 pages in dcinr after the dyecw, plus zea` and
zexeab for lh and myb plus testing of randomly selected verses and passages from each of those
miheit. (Rabbinic Requirement)
lld:
dkxa, opening/closing of 4 Psalms, d-edi `p` / d-edil eced for gqt
zekeq / zereay /; difference between “Full” lld and “Half” lld; When is each recited? (Rabbinic
Requirement)
mipin drax`:
Demonstration of the proper way to hold the 4 species using
simple props (a roll of paper for a alel, a ball of paper for bexz`, etc.); recite the dkxa; mireprp
(the gestures and when they are done) by the prayer leader and by the congregation during lld.
Students should bring these materials to the test. Students will be asked to describe the
procedure of assembling the three species (not including the bexz` ) if they all had come
separately. (Rabbinic/Cantorial Requirement)

Unit Dalet

Cantillation of dki` zlibn :
Students will be tested by the instructors at random
passages for sight-reading with trope on the vocalized side of the oewiz. Students need to bring a
oewiz or j"pz to the test. Note that the cantillation of chapters 1, 2, 4, and 5 uses the same
melodies for each of the tropes, but that the melody is different for chapter 3. Students must be
able to demonstrate knowledge of both melodies. (Rabbinic Requirement)
Cantillation of the remaining zelibn:
Ability to chant randomly selected passages
from
zex / zldw / mixiyd xiy using a text that contains vocalization and trope. Students need to bring a
oewiz or j"pz to the test. (Rabbinic Requirement)

mi`xep minil aixrn:
Any 5 consecutive pages beginning with ekxa. Basic nusah only,
not melodies for miheit . (Rabbinic Requirement)
my z`ixw:
Naming of a child at a dlin zixa or a za zixa (for conversion,
see “Conversion at dewn.”) (Rabbinic/Cantorial Requirement)
zekxa ray:
For a Wedding Ceremony and for a meal at the wedding and
first week of marriage. (Rabbinic/Cantorial Requirement)
mingx `ln l-`:
Chant or read this prayer fluently and a Psalm for a Funeral /
xekfi; When is it not recited at a funeral, and what is chanted in its place? Chant or read this
alternate prayer. (Rabbinic/Cantorial Requirement)
zqpkd zia gel:
Ability to understand the instructions for conducting a service
on one of the following days – ziy`xa zay (evening and daytime), any day during dkepg (morning
service), evening service for the First Night of gqt; determining dates of ycegd zkxa . Rabbinic
students will use any Hebrew version of the gel and cantorial students will use any English
version. (Rabbinic/Cantorial Requirement)
daezk:
Ability to fill out a traditional Aramaic daezk with the help of a
traditional Rabbi’s Manual (Moreh Derekh, the Rabbinical Assembly manual, is recommended. It
can be found on the reserve shelf of the AJR Library); ability to read daezk aloud.
(Rabbinic/Cantorial Requirement)
“Basic Gabbai:”
Proper procedures for: calling people to the Torah on zay and
weekdays, reciting dlegl jxay in, reciting lnebd zkxa, reciting dlerl jxxay in, and ddabd / dlilb.
(Rabbinic/Cantorial Requirement)

Unit Heh

mi`xep minil zixgy:
Any 3 consecutive pages in zekxa xgyd / dxnfc iweqt , plus any 3
pages from ekxa onwards. Basic nusah only, not melodies for miheit. (Rabbinic Requirement)
Cantillation for mi`xep mini: Students will be tested by the instructors at random passages
from the Torah readings for zixgy for dpyd y`x and xetik mei for sight-reading with trope on
the vocalized side of the oewiz. Students need to bring a oewiz, j"pz or xefgn to the test.
Application of the cantillation tune to calling up zeilr. (Rabbinic Requirement)
Ability to tie ziviv:
Any strings can be used for demonstration. Diagrams fromxry
mixeivd by R. R. Feldman, are available in as an appendix to the online version of this document
found on the AJR website. Students may also consult The Jewish Catalog (called The First Jewish
Catalog when it was reissued), pp. 52-53. Available in the Reserve Section of the AJR library,
#BM 700.S48. A number of videos are also available on YouTube (Rabbinic/Cantorial Requirement)
Ability to tie and adjust oilitz, knots:
The square or dalet knot of the Head oelitz; the
Yud knot of the Hand oilitz; the student should bring a pair of oilitz, whose straps can be used
for demonstration; Knots to be made will be additional to the knots already present on the
oilitz – no knots should be untied from the existing set. Students should demonstrate the
ability to adjust knots for different size heads and arms. Diagrams from mixeivd xry by R. R.
Feldman are available in an Appendix to this document. A number of videos are also available on
YouTube. Students may use charts while being tested. (Rabbinic/Cantorial Requirement)
Conversion at dewn:
Knowledge of the procedure for conversion at a dewn for both
male and female, adult and child; (Cf. jxc dxen, the Rabbinical Assembly manual. It can be found
on the reserve shelf of the AJR Library). (Rabbinic Requirement)

xtey zriwz xcq :
Ability to identify the three different notes of xtey zriwz and
their proper order in the xtey zriwz xcq which follows the dxhtd on dpyd y`x.
(Rabbinic/Cantorial Requirement)
ung zxikn xhy:
(Rabbinic Requirement)

Knowledge of where to find it and the ability to fill it out.

davn:
Ability to read a davn, including zeaiz iy`x. For examples cf.
Hamadrikh (An Orthodox rabbis’ manual that is found on the reserve shelf of the AJR Library),
pp. 246-252. (Rabbinic/Cantorial Requirement)

