
RABBI JILL HAMMER,

DIRECTOR OF  

SPIRITUAL EDUCATION, 

PROFESSOR OF MIDRASH

RABBI JEFFREY HOFFMAN, 

RABBI-IN-RESIDENCE, 

PROFESSOR OF  

RABBINICS AND LITURGY

DR. ORA HORN PROUSER,

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 

AND ACADEMIC DEAN, 

PROFESSOR OF BIBLE

D
ESIG

N
: ELLEN

 SH
A

PIR
O

, V
ISU

A
L LA

N
G

U
A

G
E LLC

, IR
V

IN
G

T
O

N
, N

Y

M
A

JO
R

 PH
O

T
O

G
R

A
PH

Y
: R

IC
H

A
R

D
 FR

A
N

K
, A

LEX
 FED

O
R

O
V, SA

M
 G

ILB
ER

T

R
A

B
B

I D
A

V
ID

 IN
G

B
ER

 PH
O

T
O

 C
O

U
R

T
ESY

 M
ELA

N
IE EIN

Z
IG

.

CANTOR LISA 

KLINGER-KANTOR,

DEAN OF 

ADMISSIONS, 

PROFESSOR OF 

NUSAH



AJR’S M.A. IN JEWISH STUDIES
In our increasingly post-denominational world, an M.A. in Jewish Studies from a 
pluralistic institution prepares individuals to skillfully serve the Jewish community.  
This program offers courses in Hebrew, liturgy, biblical and rabbinic texts, philosophy, 
and spirituality, and critically examines the ideas and trends at the cutting edge of 
the contemporary Jewish experience. Students gain a foundation in traditional Jewish 
life and the tools to creatively address issues in the 21st-century Jewish world. 

SACRED ARTS AT AJR
Through engaging the visual and performing arts, AJR makes a place in mainstream 
Jewish study for artists and invites students of Jewish tradition to encounter Torah 
through painting and drawing, music, storytelling, drama, and poetry. Through the 
arts, individuals integrate and embody subject matter so that it not only has been 
read, discussed, and analyzed, it also is internalized to encompass the whole self. To 
this end, AJR runs annual Sacred Arts Institutes that bring text study and the creative  
arts into dialogue.

AJR’S COMMUNITY OF LEARNERS

O ur community is diverse, with students and faculty represen- 
ting the full spectrum of the Jewish world. AJR students are taught to  
grapple with varied viewpoints and to reach their own conclusions while 
honing their ability to respect and be responsive to others.

Our program is flexible, allowing for both full-time and part-time study.  
The flexibility goes beyond course scheduling. AJR does not have a profile of what 
each student must look like before entering our programs, or of what each student  
must be in leaving our programs. While academic competence and proficiency in a 
range of skills are necessary, AJR encourages students to work on who they are 
as Jews, as individuals, and as leaders—to help them develop into rabbis, cantors, 
and Jewish leaders who are fully prepared to serve the needs of today’s Jewish world.

First- and second-career students are valued for their passion, their 
commitment, and their personal gifts, and study together as partners; the variety 
within our community leads to its richness. AJR accepts and respects differences 
of gender, age, sexual orientation, and learning styles.

OUR ALUMNI WORK 

ALL OVER NORTH 

AMERICA AND IN 

ISRAEL AND THE UK 

AS CONGREGATIONAL 

RABBIS AND CANTORS, 

CHAPLAINS, EDUCATORS, 

AND ORGANIZATIONAL 

LEADERS.

Join us and become part of the Academy’s innovative 
approach to worship, ritual and Jewish life—the future of Judaism 
in America.

To learn more about us, visit ajrsem.org. Even better,  
come visit our school and talk with us about our rabbinical, 
cantorial, M.A., and Sacred Arts programs. Call our placement 
office to learn how you can engage one of our talented alumni 
or students to enrich your synagogue, school, or organization.

Let us know that you want to be a part of building this 
vision of Jewish unity and of contemporary creativity and 
spirituality rooted in tradition.

To arrange a visit to experience our M’qom Torah, please 
call our Office of Admissions at 914-709-0900 x14. To speak  
with our Director of Placement, please call 914-709-0900 x13.  
To learn how your financial support can help AJR grow, please 
call 914-709-0900 x23.

We are eager to meet you and discuss how you can join 
our sacred endeavor.

RABBINICAL AND 
CANTORIAL PROGRAMS

A JR trains rabbinical and cantorial students as equal 
partners in spiritual leadership. In addition to the academic training, 
rabbinical studies are valued as a discipline that develops wisdom 
and spirit. Cantorial studies recognize that a central way into the 
soul is through the arts, and equip students with a wide range of 
musical approaches.

While rabbinical students spend far more time on text, and 
cantorial students place great emphasis on our musical traditions, 
both programs emphasize that spiritual leaders need to be 
repositories of Jewish tradition and must also be able to interpret 
and translate that tradition for the contemporary Jewish world. 
This involves training in spirituality, education, pastoral care, and 
understanding of the present state and the future of the Jewish 
community. Rabbinical and cantorial students take almost half 
of their courses together, preparing for careers as partners in 
spiritual leadership.

As a pluralistic institution, AJR provides an understanding 
of each movement’s approach to prayer, study, music, and ritual— 
and the ability to respect each approach for all it brings to Jewish 
life. The breadth of an AJR education allows alumni to serve as 
rabbis, cantors, teachers, chaplains, and communal leaders, serving 
affiliated and unaffiliated synagogues, schools, hospitals, and other 
communal organizations throughout North America.

ORDAINING RABBIS  
AND CANTORS FOR ALL 
JEWISH COMMUNITIES

28 WELLS AVENUE 
YONKERS, NEW YORK 10701 

914-709-0900 
AJRSEM.ORG

THE LEADER IN 
PLURALISTIC EDUCATION

The Academy for Jewish Religion was founded in 1956, 
unique in its vision and its mission. It envisioned the Jewish 
community as a meeting place where every Jew and every 
dedicated spiritual leader of the Jewish people would strive to  
find the best Jewish path, without preconceived limitations.

Pluralistic Judaism is larger, deeper, and richer than any 
particular denomination or movement. Pluralism recognizes that 
we live in a world of precious multiplicity. It demands the humility 
to understand that while each of us strives to follow a path that 
serves God and the Jewish people, no one can have absolute 
knowledge of what that path should be. It thus calls on us to 
respect other honestly held positions, though they may differ from 
our own, and to cherish and value differing approaches to Jewish 
life and tradition as beneficial to the Jewish world as a whole.

AJR brings together students and faculty from all streams 
of Judaism. We prepare and ordain religious leaders for a world 
in which people from diverse backgrounds respect each other’s 
authenticity. 

We teach and learn, in the classic tradition, how to be 
creative Jewish leaders who embrace all facets of our faith. Our 
students come to AJR to immerse themselves in a Judaism vaster 
and richer than any one viewpoint can encompass. They emerge 
inspired, and transformed—prepared to serve and to lead.

OUR FACULTY 

INCLUDES AUTHORS 

OF NOTABLE BOOKS, 

CHARISMATIC LEADERS 

OF CONGREGATIONS, 

AND COMPOSERS 

OF WELL KNOWN 

SACRED MUSIC.

MANY OF OUR 

STUDENTS BRING 

YEARS OF SUCCESSFUL 

CAREER EXPERIENCE 

IN FIELDS FROM LAW 

AND MEDICINE TO 

BUSINESS. THEY ARE 

TRULY TRANSFORMING 

THEIR LIVES—AND 

THE LIVES OF OTHERS.

OUR STUDENTS 

ARE ALL DIFFERENT,  

BUT THEY SHARE AN 

INNER DRIVE AND 

PASSION FOR JEWISH 

LEARNING AND 

FOR TAKING THEIR 

COMMITMENT TO 

EVER HIGHER LEVELS.

BECOME PART OF THE FUTURE 
OF JUDAISM IN AMERICA

YOU WILL FIND 

OUR FACULTY AND 

STUDENTS SINGING, 

LEADING SPIRITED AND 

INSPIRING SERVICES, 

AND PARTICIPATING 

IN VITAL SOCIAL  

ACTION PROJECTS.


