
Sacred Arts Winter 2016 

For AJR students who wish to take one or both workshops for credit: 

Either workshop, along with some additional work – see below – can be counted as one 

credit toward an elective or to satisfy the requirement (depending on your program) for: 

 Friday Evening Contemporary Repertoire

 Shabbat Morning Contemporary Repertoire

 Jewish Music and the Cantorate

 Diverse Musical Traditions

 Spirituality Elective

Students wishing to earn credit from the Songleading workshop should read the 

passages indicated below and respond in writing as delineated below. The written 

assignment is due by the end of the week of the Sacred Arts Institute, namely, Friday, 

January 22nd. If students need additional time to complete the assignment – because they 

registered for the workshop(s) too late to begin work on these assignments in a timely 

way, or for any other reason – they may file an extension request form by the last day of 

the Institute, Thursday, January 23rd. 

The Readings: 

1- Joey Weisenberg, Building Singing Communities: A Practical Guide to Unlocking the 
Power of Music in Jewish Prayer, 2011. Read the entire book (only 84 pages). (Available 
through Amazon). And see Joey’s website for additional information including videos of 
his music: joeyweisenberg.com.

2- Click  Lawrence A. Hoffman, The Art of Public Prayer: Not for Clergy Only, 1999. 
Read chapter 7, “The Script of Prayer: Words Sung,” pp. 171-200.

3- Click  Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi with Joel Segel, Davening: A Guide to 
Meaningful Jewish Prayer, 2012. Read chapter 3, “Niggun! A Soul in Song,” pp. 28-57. 

http://ajrsem.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Davening-A-Guide-To-Meaningful-Jewish-Prayer.pdf
http://ajrsem.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/The-Art-of-Public-Prayer.pdf
http://joeyweisenberg.com/


Respond in writing as follows: 

-Write a two page, double-spaced, outline (= in outline form, not full sentences and

paragraphs) of Joey Weisenberg’s book.

-Write a one page, double spaced, outline of the L. Hoffman chapter.

-Write a one page, double spaced, outline of the Z. Schachter-Shalomi chapter.

-Write a 3-4 page, double spaced, essay on how one might apply the approaches found in

these three readings to a synagogue community or a school community or a camp

community or in a chaplaincy or organizational environment

Students wishing to earn credit from the Hebrew Kirtan workshop should read the 

passages indicated below and respond in writing as delineated below. The written 

assignment is due by the end of the week of the Sacred Arts Institute, namely, Friday, 

January 22nd. If students need additional time to complete the assignment – because they 

registered for the workshop(s) too late to begin work on these assignments in a timely 

way, or for any other reason – they may file an extension request form by the last day of 

the Institute, Thursday, January 23rd. 

The Readings: 

1- Read (Click) “The Yoga of Kirtan,” by Stephen Rosen.

2 – Read (Click) Yoga: “The Technology of Ecstasy,” by Georg Feuerstein.

3- Read The Mystical Power of Music: The Resonant Connection between Man and 
Melody, by Avraham Trugman (2005). (Available from Amazon.)

Respond in writing as follows: 

Write a 4-5 page, double spaced, essay on how one might apply the practice of chant to a 

synagogue community or a school community or a camp community or in a chaplaincy or 

organizational environment, using examples from the Jewish tradition and from the 

tradition of kirtan. 

. 

http://ajrsem.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Yoga-of-Kirtan.pdf
http://ajrsem.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Technology-of-Ecstasy.pdf



